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THE ADVENT & SABBATH ADVQCATE [spir-imu]i:ml, it ljuiﬁg‘thé réligiﬁ; of the lit-

18 puhliahcd ‘Wt‘ﬁkly hy {luy

general Conference of the Chypeh of God,
at MARION, LINN CouNTy, Tow..

w. 0. LoNa, b;titnberr}*. Mo.) General
Joun Braxci, Wayland, Mich. Conference
A (. Lowa, Marion, [owa. Commitice,
TERMS.—Two dollars per vear,
and a half to new subseribers,
gent free.
Address ' Advocate,’ Marion, Towq, Money Oy
ders made payable to Jaecod "“”’”fff'?'ﬁ-f{[}l :

: One dollay
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THE ADVOCATRE I8 devoted to the promulgation
of the doctrines ';'t-. the Second Ad vent of Christ,
the Signs of the Times, the duty of mankind te
observe the Bible Sabbath (the seventl day of the
veek,) together “"ll}h the other commandmen g of
God, the Nature of Man, his Unconscious atate
in death, the EEnd of the Wicked, the Eartn re-
stored to its original glory and condition as the
foture inheritance and abode of the redeemed and
the Kingdom of God, Faith, Repentance, the
future Judgment,the litjsl{rFEGli_ﬂl'l, Redemption,
the Prophecies, the Christian Life, and kindred
Bible subjeets.

Lines to Sister Field

MARY E, WELCH .

DEAR BSister, you struck a note for me,

In your beautiful ‘Home by the crystal seq 3’
For sorrow will come to the lightest heart,
And the dearest friends must often part ;

But over there no parting will be,

In our ‘Home, sweet home,’ by the crystal sea.

[ have lay'd to sleep in the silent grave,
Beautiful children the Master gave,

And my heart has ached with a longing pain,
To behold my darlings onece again.

And I shall be with them to part no more,

When the Lord says,Come to that radiant shore.

Each day brings nearer our view

Our Eden home on the earth made new ;

And the yoice we often long to hear,

When the Lord in glory shall appear.

For the day will come as a thief in the night,
And we may walk in the golden light.

And, Sister dear, in that eity fair,

I'hope we both may have a share,

We have never met, but hope to meet,

And clasp glad hands on the golden street,
Where our King shall erown us safe at home,
Aud say our work has been well done.

Yes, a crown of life will pay us dear

For all the trials we're having here ;

And we'll rejoice in that glorious day,

When Gog shall wipe all tears away,

And alj forget, when our King says Come,

Qur veary waiting away from home.
Jf'ﬁlff”y! Mo.
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Modern Delusions.

Turosopyy e the latest religion of trans-
‘ndentalists, 1y, it, the attenuated unbelief
Of our times i seekiug to find relief from thei
Il of demial, How to describe that which
takes fop itself the name of ‘Occultism,” how
 give an jdeq of doctrines which claim to
"¢ hidden {rom all but the initiated we do
"0 know, ¢ i enough to say that substan-
Hally that it is Buddhism seeking conquests
N Christian lands; “the light of Asia,” offer-
1:1:1;;; itself to those who have turned away
rom (he light of Christ.’ It has its circles
M Many of our great cities, where 1ts oc-
sult Philosophy g diligently studied; though

erary elite, as the other is of the common
people.
doctrines, it tells us they are the same as
those of ‘the sacred mysteries of antiquity.’
It inculcates a very atenuated philosophy of
evolution ; it leaches the pre-existence and
transmigration of souls, and instructs its dis-
ciples how by rigid asceticism they may cul-
tivate what is called ‘the intuitional memo-
ry’ by which they can enter into profound
recollection of what they knew in far distant
ages. Ina couplet which it is fond of re-
beating 1t declares that

And told him secrets of the world unknown,
And these words give the most reasonable
hint of its origin. For its creed is ‘the doc
trine of demons from beginning to end.’ No
personal devil,that which is mystically called
the devil ‘belng but the negative and Oppo
site of God.’ No atonement except man’e
‘unification’ with himself; no forgiveness of
sin, souls being required to wear away their
guilt by self-explanation : miracles, myste-
fries, ultimate deification—these are speci-
men articles of its delusive creed. Its whole
character and contents so far as we can com-

prehend them are yet another phase of sa
tanic delusion.

Now if we compare these three systems,
counting ritualism as incipient Popery, we
find them agreeing remarkably to fill up the
outlines of the predicted aposiacy. The ‘for-
bidding to marry’ realized in the celibacy of
Romanism ; the enforced continence of the-
osophy and the antimarriage doctrines of
spiritualism ; the ‘commanding to abstain
from meat’ appearing in the superstitious
fasts of ritualism, and the rigid abstinence
from flesh enjoined on the initiates of esoter-
ic Buddhism ; the doctrines of demons mani-
fested in the magic and 1dolatry which ritu.
alism substitutes for the chaste and simple
doctrines ot ordinance of Christ, and which
in many particulars hold a common ances

try with those of theosophy and spintualism,
and the fantastic miracle-working which chay

acterize them all. All three of thase delu-
sions give a practical denial of Christ’s seo.
ond advent—that doctrine at which demons
fear and tremble—spiritualism and theosophy
declaring that in them the promised Epiph-
any of Christ is taking place; while rityal

ism by its doctrines of transubstantiation
makes the communion declare the ‘reg] pres.
ence ot Christ’ in flesh and blood, when the
Lord ordained it to declare his rea] absence

What now 1s the prophetic significance of
all that we have said? This it seems to me,
that according to the predictions of Serip-
ture we are witnessing an irruption of evil
spirits who are again' workfng Fpowerl'ul]y
along their (avorite Imes-——rltnaham, super-
stition, and philosophy.

We hear much said about infidelity ang
communism ‘heading up’ in a personal Anti-
christ. Believing as I do, that Antichrist
came long ago and that he was crowned g
few years since in St.Peter’s church at Rome

it tollowing i small compared with that of |

as the deified man—infallible and supreme,.]

[

'till he come’ I mean,of course,bodily absence. |
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see m “the present aspect otiaﬁaif‘s Iélslg::gl
bodying forth, rather than his ultimate h

: \ : - ‘hrist, so in the
If wo question it in regard to its|ing up.  Asin the case of C §

case of ‘the man of sin’ the head 1s reveaiei
first, and the body gathe:,red out :}f‘a%l geni

ations grows up in all things UElt—D h}m who
is the head.” For the career of Antichrist i1s
the exact parody and evil uount,e‘rpm:t ot that
of Chnist. 1f you say ‘the Autmhrls_t r}*lu:st-
be an individual as certainly as Christ is,’ I
remind that the word Christ does not 5}11&?:513?5
stand for a single individual in des?r.tptlon,
for in 1 Cor. 12, the apostle describes thef
body of believers, gathered to the Lord thro

a [ ) Y‘ 1t e ( 1 'e " U. j ¢ lrI:liStr(‘.:];“
i S ' F q H 't; Ve -t 1 £ ll i llh ltb 11'# 13 IItS (11]‘.1 &Llll]l

tions, and this corporate whole with its man}:
members,but all *by one spirit into one body,

he names o Clristos—the Christ. So that
evil system with its various offices and ad-
ministrations yet baptised into unity by ‘theﬁ
Spirit which now worketh in the children ?1
disobedience’ is the Antichrist. The one is
the head of the ecclesia. and the other is the
head of the apostasia ; but the head and the
body are so identical that they bear the same
personal name.

‘But he is called “the man of sin,”’ you
say, ‘and therefore must be an individual.’
Not of necessity. For the line of believers
extending through all ages is declared by the
apostles to be taken out from Jews and Gen-
tiles fo ‘make of twain one new man.” I can-
not believe that ‘the mystery of iniquity,’
which Paul declared to be already working
in his day, has been toiling on for nearly two
thousand years in order to bring forth a sin-
gle short lived man, and he S0 omnipotently
wicked that the Papal Autichrist, with the
blood of fifty million martyrs on his skirts, is
too insignificant a sinnér to be mentioned in
comparison. And now, I hear the objections
coming thick and fast. ‘But is he not an
open infidel since he jg sald ‘to deny the
Father and Son # Search your Concordan-
ces for the word ‘deny,’ and obserye how con-
stantly it signifijes the denial of apostacy
and false profession. But is he not the in-
carnation of Satan sinee he is called ‘the son
of perdition ¥’ Yes; Jndas was named ‘the
son of perdition ;* and ‘Satan entered into
Judag Iscari?t ;' but so far from at,heistically
:denymg Christ he openly professed hi
witha e By 1, 1heB betrayed B
phemer, since he is decl ) 2

e > “eciared to have *a mogth
speaking great things ang blasphemieg # The
counterfeit ot Chrigt again, f

liirpself God, and assumes to forgive
Said Alexander VI v 0g
Alexander is g God.
Jew established ip

£ .
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hma.tl! of his mouth and shall destroy with
the brightness of his coming,’” says Paul in
Thessalonians. The consuming process has

Vhf bmth of the Lord s mouth in the world
: :"153 diffusion of the

| 3&%’6&; f_:ll;vikl is con;a down with great
_, R inoweth that he hath but
@ of despair,
- Work along vaiious lines,

- ? ’fkﬁbly, or invis
_ - line of sacerdotalism |

154 A
R sl heaven or on earth.
(thost call that ‘the I,trm;

has become apostate
could call the apos-

head or to its mem bhers1n

But could the HL:'I}"
ple of God’ ni'ill?liq v
Just as possib 'Y ub—l % Lhe spues out of his
tate Laodiceans whom e P e’ ‘Bat does
mouth ‘the church ol Laodice ah e
ot this view comimit one to.the yoi A i
: ince vqreer of Antichrist It
terpretation, since the*LarL B g
three vears and a half atml the'p.:l[}:l ﬂ S g
extends through centtll'lt.‘e?f Yes, for l I"i‘ o
instance of prophefic time which 1:::5 ))
unanimous consent been fulfilled, the :,el‘.“eu-
ty weeks of Daniel 1s dgmunﬁtmted‘to 1.;1::&
been upon this scale. Since the period W nds
actually 490 years—a day for a year—au
this may be taken as a clue to the pmp}tgtfc
time of Revelation. But if the Holy b_plrlt
meant years in the apocalypse, W hy did he
not say years # you reply. Why, when he
mean tkchnmhes and ministers and kingdoms
and kings and epochs, did he say candle-
sticks, and stars, and beasts, and horng, and
trumpets? Yer, having used thesfi n]inmture
symbols of greater things, how filling th:i:ll;
the accompanying time should also be 1n
miniature ! To use literal dates would dis-
tort the imagery—as though you should put
a life-sized eye in a small sized photograph.
I have said that Antichristis the evil coun-
terpart of Christ. When Satan offered Christ

all the kingdoms of the world if he would |

fall down and worship him he refused, ac-
cepting present rejection and crucifixion,and
waiting the Father’s time for the kingdoms
of the world to become the kingdom of our
Lotd and his Christ. The papal Antichrist
accepted the kingdoms of this world when
the temptation was presented him, and pro-
ceeded to anounce himself the ‘king of kings’
and that the kingdom had come, "and that 1n
himself was fulfilled the scripture, ‘He shall
have dominion from sea to sea, and from riv-
er to river, unto the ends of the earth.’

The bride of Christ—the church—was left
in the world to share her Lord’s rejection
and cross, enduring present suflering and
widowhood, and wailing for the return of the
bridegroom. But the harlot bride of the Aa-
tichrist accepts an earthly throne and a pres.
ent glory, boastfully saying, ‘I sit a queen
and am no widow and shall see no sorrows.’
Do we nol see that it was this usurpation of
the headship of the church by the man of
gin ; this premature grasping- of the king- |
dom and the setting up of a mock millenni-
um under rules of a pseudo Christ, that de-
stroys the millennial hope of the church and
has infected generation after generation,with
ti::e delusion of a present reign and a present
- kingdom, while Christ is yet absent in per-

son from his flock.3

Bat this enemy of God and his saints must
§00n come to an end. In Daniel and in Thess- |
alonians this end is predicted in two stages :
gradual, and then sudden and complete, |
‘They shall take away his dominion to con-
sume and destroy unto the end,’ says Daniel.
‘Whom the Lord shall consume with {he

- been going on mightily in our generation by

inspired Scriptures.

He ia‘pu-tting forth the ener
He is sending his legions to

‘ which all center,
ibly, in one head, Op the
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of superstition h{..'l. .1
jless and cuarious

unclean sp
oving to loist upon
ism as an exura |
cheer us rath- |
ows point

multitudes
irits; on the
the |

the line
witeh the got
through the energy of
line of culture heis m _
literary elite a diluted putgﬂnﬁ
fine religion. But these things i’
er than sadden us. for all the shac

dawn. e
m'}’ii church’s salvation nm{fns_ fh{t,.lﬂl:}fizﬂ
destruetion, and the same 6(?1'1111,}11{{[;“”“ |
speaks to us so pnweri'ul]{f to da? }111 ;;ulehﬁ
of passing evils, ‘Yet a little v.hf.iel, 2
that shall come will come, and Wi no o
‘And tne God ol peace S a
feet shortly. The

rv.’ says algo,
bruise Satan under your 1¢© W
orace of our Lord Jesus (‘hrist be with Yyou.
- L

Amen. All this which I have set forth [[1
have declared with unutterable sorrow. .;’.L*
this I can think of only with *'aw::rnfa--pr}ng,:3 {,nd
ing, ‘O bride of Christ,how are they 3:1::1?&&1&311
«ho would rob thee of thy chastity.” A
this [ now review with a fervent prayer that
if I have spoken aught against any of t.he
Lord’s anointed, he will forgive me, while
for myself I ery daily unto him, ‘Deliver me
from the evil one.’

Men and brethren : we are here for a can-
did and courteous discussion of certain gre;}t
prophetic questions. Among these none 1s
more important, as aflecting our present. 'tes-
timony, than the one upon which I have just
now touched. I need not remind you that
one of the first tasks which the ritualistic
leaders fifty years ago felt called upon to
undertake, was that of getting rid of the

Pope of Rome. How desperately they wrought
at this task, will be apparent to those who
read Newman's essay on ‘The Man of Sin,’
and observed especially his earnest wresthng
with the ominous saying of Gregory the
Great, that ‘Whoever adopts or desires the
title of universal bishop, is the forerunner of
Antichrist.

If I must take sides between parties on
this question,my sympathies will be with Lat-
imer and Cranmer and Bradford, whose vis-
icn was clarified by the fires of martyrdom,
to recognize their persecutor and call him by
name, rather than with Manning and New-
mun, whose eyes are holden by the charm of
medievalism. But our appeal is not to man,
but to the sure word of prophecy. The pro-
foundest discussion of this question which
has appeared in fifty years,in my opinion,

Mr. Grattan Guinness. There history is
shown to answer to prophecy like deep ecall-
ing unto deep; there the mysterious chronol
ogy written ages ago by God is verified point
by point by the terminal periods which are
running out under our own eyes. Such cor-
respondences cannot be accidental: such |
clear pointings to the man of sin as a story
of his predicted age as 1260 years gives, can-
not be fortuitous. One of the ablest prophet-
lc scholars of the Futurest school ip this
country, declares that he knows not how the
oy o olmesoan bo galnaed

\ al opinion. Nay, I
speak rather of the Book than of any llum;n
books, «nd avow my conviction that the pa.
pal *Man of Sin’ was accurately pltﬂtographped
on the camera of prophecy thousands of CAars
ago ;5 that no detective searching for hl‘fn E::
day would need any other description of him |

Bible,

e ia' seeking to thwart
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P 1nto our churches , on
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=
i

the Vatican, ang aflt '.
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o s SN libility, which he acquirgq

the bone of infallibilit: 1

;0 1870, and clutehing for that other bone (¢
” sovereignty which he lost the samg

temporal ; ‘
he would lay his hand on him and say .

anted in the court of the Mogt
High, to answer to the indiutme'nt of certaip
souls beneath the altar, ‘who were slain 'fOr
the Word ot God and for tlle,testltnnny which
they bore,’ and who are crying, How lﬂﬂg,

. holy ard true, dost thou not judge
O Lorc d on them that dwell up.

year,

on the earth. A
My brethren, let us search the Scriptureg

anew, and let us be sure t.hat they do not re.
quire it of us before we silence our te_stm}g,
ny against the Man of Rome as Al-ltl{]hngt‘
" A_J. GorpON in Christian Lepository.
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Hisiory Repeated, No. 2.

E. 8. SHEFILLD.

[x Bro.Lamb’s article in answer to questions
by Bro. De Vos, he makes some afatements
respecting the thousand years, reign of the
qaints with Christ.claiming that time of reign
ing with Christ is already In the past. Thiﬂ
<eemed to me a repetition of a part of histo.
rv as found in the New Testament; as in
1;:1ul‘5 time some said there was no resurrec-
tion, and others said the resurrection was
then already past, 1 Cor.15:12; 2 Tim. 2:
18: and at the present time to say the thous-
and years reign with Christ 1s past 1s equiv-
alent to saying the resurrection is already
past, because, First, the persons of whom

Protestant interpretation of Antichrist as the |it is stated ‘they lived and reigned with

Christ a thousand years,” at the ¢ime of this
reigning the apostle saw thrones and they
sat on them. But was this accomplished
during the time when the beast or any other
persecuting power was exercising its cru-
el power over the people of God? I think
not. I can find nothing in the Bible even
intimating that the saints are to reign in
this life, tribulation and suflering in this
world are promised the people of God, but
in the world to come eternal life.

Second, they do not sit on the thrones un-
til after the first resurrection, as some of
them had been beheaded for the wiiness of
Jesus and the word of God, and in another
place we read of souls under the altar slain
for the word of God,and the testimony which
they held. Thus we see that prediction con-
cerning the position occupied by the little
horn power fulfilled to the letter as well as
that of the saints during his existence and
power. ‘I beheld and the same horn made
war with the saints, and prevailed against
them, until the Ancient of Days came, and
Juﬁgment was sivan to the saints of the Most
sws the EEGRRRERRIURE 0 o
1t the saints posséss 91:}11 : ?1‘22- When_ls
this cruel horn is waes : ‘klngdum? w_h &
the saints wearine tl'?el;]ng h:,SE vt insb
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suddenly ce:ses at th = Dol e
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iﬂf that o | I bone of 1 Llldﬁwﬂ know by history they Were, but in pe j(f}- d of the Father tj]] Its occurrence, leb. Then, then we will gaze on thy face,
which he Ju.i}st the Samg _ ya f,;, the kingdom of God “’hl‘fe R .L' Bl S § 8 PO faithfu) saying, For iff we he | Our Propbet, our Priest, and our King,
hand on him and say . ;;ﬂrtl 54 A g i Fire 1e term ! deg( With him we shall as T‘ i , _ Recountall thy wonders and grace,
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Conslant Watchfulness.

Ix the sermon of Christ to .
prophetic history and the signs whic )
cate the nearness of his second comin

concluded with saying,

ed in Scripture truth and doctrine that noth

ing can ever cause us to give up any of the stionger in faith or purpose they might have

grand truths we hold, or accept error in thei
place. We have obeyed from the heart tha

form of doetrine delivered to us by Jesus own sufficiently endure the trial, but fnrg{{(}k him
testimony, and have felt its sanctifying mnflu- { and fled. Had they remained praying and
ence, and it seems like a part of ourselves to| watching, as he directed, while he went to

entertain these ideas of truth and of future
But to hold articles of | and they might have better understood about

life and inkeritance.
faith or to make a profession of Christianity

are not all that 1s necessary to secure us the
We cannot believe | he said, Watch and pray, that ye enter not

prize we so much desire.

ourselves into the kingdom of heaven,neither
will our making the good profession save us

unless with the good profession we also show
that we have the Spirit of Christ and his
righteounsness in our possession.

While in the mortal state we are in posses-
sion of human nature and have natural pass-
ions. What watchfulness is required that these
tempers and dispositions do not bring us in-
fosin! If we be wronged it is but natural
to resent 1f. If we be defamed it is the first
thought to defend ourselves. We have natur-

- . i - - ® {a T " *1 1 § L4 r F
al pride in those things which delight us, and spirit 1s willing and the flesh weak, we may

they are likely to make us vain. We have
appetites for all the good things of this world
which people eat and drink, and we are in
danger of indulging in them till we lose sight
of the glorious eternal inheritance in ro.
sérvation for us. Constant watehfulness is re.
quired on our part lest we go astray from the
good way begun, by means of some of these
Bﬁﬁﬁ&m&nts or allurements. If we always
l?nk tq Christ as our example, and ask his di-
vine aid to keep us in the narrow way we may
hold out. When he was reviled he reviled
not agafrf. When he was wronged he took
ibﬂa{’ll patiently. He was accused of being act
uated by the prince of devils, his accusers

.:Hani?ialm - _but he went on j“‘:ﬁt- th a
same with his good works. In the divine

.......
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816 our Opayrr . °™0Y 0ur blossings and
MR e gy, e " n_lorifying him in g

L, Physiological sense, Mwhich :
e v aWhich ig ap
.' &mg, *h;:t We need also to knoyw

Selves bjects of weakness, depend
Power for strengh (o stand
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axpec A oD H”'l'.ill}' {J[
| IEI im to (Getsemane, when deej ” | :

his diseciples, of |
indi- ; | ,
. ne | and on his return he found them aslee
ir
™
i say unto you| " " . : wh was woeak, a8
“nh{“ II H.I.} t only al Willing to watch, }E‘t.“lﬁ flesh w ;1] B wﬂ{{:h
I say unto all, Watch. '1‘}11*- y & I:—; aing | ¥ ESUS said, and they did not keep l 1€ d keep
- - gy 5“- ; : : . : : &y ® o, : E
reference to watching history an l pinut “,E Chiding them for failing to watch an
- ~ 18 coming 18 nigh, b
events to see when his co g1s :
may with much propriety give it an pril{‘fl‘.i :
1 ‘ . 1 rpale 7 AN 2 - i ‘ed
tion to the watchfulness rqulmd &; mim: ing but the flesh is weak.’ It was also a u1
' -y1d vieldi tation; and when
sin; to avoid yielding to temp , * .

' ‘ : 'ores- ¢ stead of f - on
ander trial to remain stedfast to the pmftl’rb arrested. and instead of following rffimhim
sion of our faith. There are many of us v 1]” with him, perhaps being arrested Wi 1I e
consider ourselves so well rooted and ground- ;..\ fled and left him alone with the so

‘ton. When prompt action is required we

Moy their representative from the idol god our watchfulness be joined with implicit de-

: an We manifest our dependey
- word we are told that the pride of life, as Isupi}hea-: of grace, we may expect to be up.
T el ﬁ]ﬁ lust of the flesh and of the eyes, mﬁld’ and come out of the trial with the con
P B0t of the Father but of the world. BN L D1An08s of

AT e PIaYyer, we are prepared to wateh )
R R the provisions for oyy sustenance | ° the Lord’s coming, and to ook
L W To use these things as not abusing | ~°™¢ to our deliverance 1
2| the kingdom of heaven ’

o trials ang tempt

We not only need to know our. | °F 1ead astray,

v This &c | ; S
l"l H ted of his disciples who had accomp
t_”. y

e upon him and he

| spirit cam He left them ata

' of suffering bhad come.

| certain place while he
*111‘;11.‘011. Taking tbr *
he bade them watch WHFI 1111131 : WY
him and comfort him 1In hu-_;fim{r' 5 ”mt:
In his communion with the lffithm ”}1- !
deep suffering he went a little farther, a f}IIL,
eep su g 2 M

1l chausti although
were overcome with exhaustion, ¢ L

awake, he said, ‘Watch and pray, t“lmt‘i]e
enter not into temptation : the spirit is wi

trial for the disciples, for their leader was

“land the persecuting Jews. Had they been

'l done as Peter said he would do, he ‘wnuld
. : ks
t{have died with his Master. They did not

pray, it might have been different with them,

s rising from the dead, and more readily
believed concerning his resurrection. When

?

into temptation, a great trial and tempta
tion was coming upon them, and they need-
ed strength to help them endure. Strength
they might have had which they had not, by
prayer and watching,

Watch and pray that ye enter not into
temptation, is a very proper admonition to
us at the present time. The world is full of
temptation and trial for the Christian to lure
him away, and trials come upon us as we
are not expecting. Then in trial 1s when the
temptation comes upon us and while the

do things we would not do under due reflec

may not always understand exactly just what
is the right thing to do, and thus we some-
times vary from the strait and narrow way.
How important it is then that we live close
t:_i- God, have an intimate communion with
him and in the hour of trial we may be kept in
the way of righteousness.

An apostle writes to the brethren to watceh
unto prayver. Watchfulness and prayer are
several times associated together in our qj.
vine guide. If we undertake to 20 1n our
OWn strength, and depend upon it to carry
us through trial, we are apt to fail ; but ii

pendence on God,trusting him ang by prayer
1ce and thus secure

doing our duty and holqj
el ‘ | ¥ 10ldinge
fast to our Integrity, With our Ghristia;

1€ signs
for him to
and usher Us into

ations to wateh against

went farther and
ee of them still further
to tarry with |I
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DVOCATE.
rs and Sisters, and readerg
'of the ApvocaTE : while I'du not lhinl::. my.
sive a full explanation f
self quullhul fo g _ 20
the parable above rflfel'rEfi L*’h an( Ufldﬂr-
| standing that this I,amlj;]e'hku all others, ha;
or will have a literal ililf_l]:'neut somewhere
in this world's history, 3”‘1_ that we as a peo.
le are closely connected in one Way or ap.
other with the parable, [ am led to ask QY
self the question, Which class do we repre.
sont 7 or in other words, I ask myself, Am |
or will I be found among those that were
ready ? It is certain that we must be very
near the time when this will be acted out,
which impresses my mind deeply with the
importance of a thorough search of my own
heart. That there are three classes here rep.
resented is evident ; while those that were
ready represented one class, the man that
went in without the wedding garment repre.
sented another, and those that found them.
selves without the oil still another clasg
Now to my mind the class that were ready
represents the few that Jesus speaks of which
he tells them that straight is the gate and
narrow is the way that leads to life, and few
there be that find it, while the one with out
the wedding garment represents the Jewish
nation, who expected to be saved by virtue
of natural relationship. therefore were found
with no change of garment, while the third
class seemed to be in company with those
that were looking for the bridegroom. Now,
dear brethren, it is high time that we take
these things into serious consideration.
While we reallize that there are few that be
saved thro’ the gospel age, yet we have much
to encourge us to strive to be among the few.
Listen to the promise of our Savior in Luke
12: 32, ‘Fear not, little flock, for it is your
Father’s good pleasure to give you the king-
dom.” Now to my mind, this is the same
class spoken of in the parable that were
ready, for in the 85th and 36th verses he says,
‘Let your loins be girded about and your
lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto
men that wait for their Lord, when he wi]]
return from the wedding, blessed are those
servants whom the Lord when he cometh
shall find watching. Verily I say unto you
he shall gird himself and make them tq sit
t(;ll?wu taomezllt and will come forth and serve
em, what hox '
hdsdt) 1018 conferred upon the
But thisis not all. Peter seemed quite
anxious to uude‘rstand the parable, for in the
41st verse he asis, Lord, speakest thou thig
barable unto us, or even to a]19 Hear the
vy steward, whom his Lord shall
R© Tuler over his household What to
do? to give them theijr portion of i
due season, I wi h - Ineat_'. 5
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the door was shut.
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il still  another class
class that were ready
t Jesus speaks of which
traight is the gate anqg
t leads to life, and few
vhile the one with oy
represents the Jewigh
to be saved by virtue
therefore were found
nent, while the thirg
company with those
¢ bridegroom. Now,
i time that we take
s consideration.
there are few that be
ge,yet we have much
to be among the few
" our Savior in Luke
flock, for it is your
0 give you the king-
nd, this is the same
parable that were
36th verses he says,
'd about and your
urselves like unto
ord, when he wil]
. blessed are those
- when he cometh
ly I say unto you
make them to sit
¢ forth and serve
nferred upon the

er seemed quite
arable, for in the
)eakest thou thig
0 all? Hear the
then is that fajth-
L his Lord shall
hold ? What to
ion of meat in
e thought right
tanght that the
1eat 1u dye segq-
Stry in the age
5 of it as a {u-
ot their faith-
s (over who)
is not all ; ‘Of
¢ will make
" Blessed be
and precious

S 18 spoken of
18 lof Christ.
d give honor

¢ Lamb hag
'Iseif ready.’
Lhese words,
*$tion arises,
ments ecom-

H*.], *And to

l be arrayed

" fine hpep

jehteousness of the saints.
. that are called to the marriage
~ b. Now is it not vid
ol the Lamb. E Evident
pe Ud-m spoken of in the parabe
3 (s
tf]fg- arethe same?
.h*bl;’t the garment with

t weight upon our minds, It js (e
est ess or right doings of the salnte,
eﬂ"ﬁlnrg” the day is near at han(
bret 1' ;:m&ll‘ﬁ work of what soyt 1t is ;
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Blessed Ing you

sup havmg on the Lreastplate of righteousness.
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Wicked, and take

the sworg of
Word of (God,

ADVOCATE. .

: . + things than these.
* loins girt about with truth and ' has given to you, higher things

: But above all, he says,
taking the shield of faigh wherewith ye shall

¢ able to quench all the fiery darts of the
the helmet of salvation,
the Spirit, which is the

e ]

!—nl'

L)T

Do not degrade and drag {hm‘rlj : ;ﬂ]l;llgl‘ :.:1:;
‘| the mire by the spirit of m_ﬂmi,f-,ﬂ_l ;H. ,:m 3
ing, untrusting ﬂﬂﬂllllluliitlnllh. th:ﬂﬂ il
first the kingdom of God, all : itm. .
things, or things trflllH(!elitlpﬁtly ette
these, shall be added unto you. s -
There is nothing wronght in your I‘ i
yvour merchandise, and your {Imli[ :: rri 2
earn your own living; !:hnt 18 nlitngi. :;’0 th{ﬁ%,
go far from being a r-fml bumnea-;smmn o ’;
the seeking of the kingdom of hea

d forbid. Again this same
U.'ﬂed by the Revelator as
~tfnd he that ﬂvercmnetl'l
.'.,;ﬂrks unto the ﬁ::nd, EO him wi]] | give pow.
or over the nations. A'Lnd A2ain, ‘To him
that overcometh will I give to eat of (1 1,

class jg no-
Overcomers. 2: 26.
and keepeth my

18 their lamps were going out. The very

rtfﬁng they needeq most, they were lacking.
T'hey no doubt,are Jike many in our day,they
have g theory and are satisfied, but of the

divine law which should regulate, a (}in*u;z
temper which should pervade nﬁdti;rﬂ;m | EE%
. o B f & it m
them. Only for the sake o na,
your life worth living, for the fiﬂkﬂ alike nf
your temporal and eternal happiness, do no

ool V55 Yadies
seek the dross of earth more, and love 11: het
Let conscience

den manna and will give him 4 white stone,
tten which
10 man knoweth save !1@ that recejvetl, it )
high and exalted paivilege! pq wonder that
Paul comes out in language Jike this ; Byt
this one thing I do; fﬂrgetting those things

N forth unte
re. I pregs toward
1e high calling of

and in the stone a new name wri

that are behind, and vohohE
those things which are hefy,
the mark for the prize of t}
God in Christ Jesus.’

He considered it a high .
But,says Jesus, *To him that o
have overcome ;’

He says 1 have overcome “the world, How

often we hear brethren say,
overcomer. And often I [eqp without
thonght of what is meant by it, or

amounts to. But it is high time that

went to buy oil, and while
that were ready went Into t
the door was shut,

aliing indeed.

I desire to e an | revelation of Jesus Christ.

real genuine faith that wil] enable them to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, they
' They seem to think theyv are
all right untj] too late, then they begin to
Say, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name and in thy name have cast out devils,
and in thy name doye many wonderful works?
But alas, he says, I never knew you,
Possible that this will be the condition of
any of us that kpow the way? God grant
that we may begin at once to try ourselves
by the Word. Begin to gird y p the loins of
our mind, be sober and hope to the end, for
the grace that is to be brought unto us gt the

Let us lay aside

taking | every weight, and the sins that doth so easi-
what it

i we be
gin to think or we shal] be among those that

ly beset us, and run with patience the race
set before us, and then when the cry is made,
Behold, the Bridegronm cometh, we, like the

they went thoge | Wise virgins, may have the wedding garment
he marriage and

on, and go in to the marriage supper of the
Lamb.

White Cloud, Mieh.

ter than the gold of heaven. e
and faith enter into every necessary act of

youar daily life. Learn to feel 'h‘ﬂh]tuﬁg y
that the life, the true life, the spiritual h e'_,
is more than food, and the bml)_r more than
raiment. Let justice, goodness, kindness, and
purity be your aim; not the selfish seramble
of scheming competition, not the brutal ap-
petences of sensual desire. Do not let your
daily necessities blunt thﬁe edge of your ideal
aspirations; do not sink mto groveling appe-
tites or money making IHH{?IHHE}‘S. Man lives
by bread, but he does not live by bread
alone.— Farrar.

| { il

THE hope we chervish is not a vain one, but
is based on a solid foundation, namely, God’s
Word. It has ever been the hope of the
church in all ages, as they looked forward to

| a glorious era when it would be consummated

—— —

Our Hope.

These things are not to pe trifled with. The
prize of the high calling is most jp sight ; |
and O! how much we have yebto overcome !
But listen to the language of oyy Savior, as
he was about to give his life a fansom for ys,
inJohn 16: 33, ‘“These things have J spoken
unto you that in me Ye might have Peace ;
in the world ye shal] have tribulation, byt
be of good cheer, T have overcome the wor]d.’
What words of comfort! We are not left
alone to overcome. But listen to the prayer
of our heavenly Advocate, as he presents our
‘ase to his Father: A nq now I come to thee,
and these things I speak in the world, that
they might have my joy
selves,” What special care he had for them, F
that they might have hijs Joy fulfilled in
themse]ves, I pray not that thoy shouldst
take them oqt of the world, but that thou

them from the evil.” Thanks

u

tl

Poole’s
times, and engaged with these brethren in a

good prayer and social meeting on the Sab.
bath at 4 o’clock. They have an interesting |
| Sabbath-School at this place.

might be made still more

forward in a new life.

e —

Report of Meetings.

HAVE just closed a three day’s meeting at

Prairie, Newton (b, Mo., spoke five

Interesting by the

se of our good Sabvath School paper, the

MisstoNary. Especially would this be so for | the p
1e youth; they could then, by just a little | this life.

fultilled ; | aid from their parents, get their lessong well,
ulfilled in them. and not be so liable to become disaouruged.

our united with the church at this meeting,

two of whom were buried for the first time
with their Lord and Master in baptism, to 2o

These two made their |

by a full realization of future bliss so long

foretold. In this latter day we are much near-

er our heavenly home; as the traveler who is
approaching the place of nativity, where he
will greet his family, quickens his steps, even
so the saint of God hasting with agile step
pursues his way till he reaches his heavenly
mansion.

Our hope lays hold of the promise that eter-

| nal life will be given to all who, by patient

continuance, seek for it, but that precludes
the possibility of our having immortality in
A man may imagine that he is
going to heaven at death, but he has not a
good hope for it. fWe entertain no such idea.

| Only by a resurrection to life can there be

eternal life,
Again, our hope looks forward to an varth

Ou record for us! And again
Jesus gay

always. Then why
With gyeh a one

Father ¢ But

not be of good cheer,
to plead our case before the

with all the divine ald we
fach have, it i) In this evil day require all
ﬁ[fr “hergies and continual watching unto
EI ;‘;ii; t]U enable ys Lo overcome the ‘1}’01'1(1.
| €L us take heed o the admonition of
the apos

I“L, "D o i T
i 1%, I””“”L my brethren, be strong

and in the

j { [I!] :F s ;
ﬂu”}m | I ; 'BUL‘EHISC we “'I'Q'S“e 1]0‘ E'lh” IIHISt
H..Hl -

and h!umﬁ],

gng kM : :
o POwers, agaimst rulers of the dark-

I-Jl":__ia; : 4
¢dne - U”f" World, against spritual wick-
2 LSS In hlgh IJ-IEH’U:@.’

d

What for] that ye may
in the evi] day,and hay-

» that he has left that prayer of his

8, ‘Father, I know thou bearest me

first start in June, at the time T reviewegd two
sermons preached against us by g Baptist
minister, when Bro. W. (. Long was here,
Our church membership now numbpers 34,
And may God still add such as shal] b saved,
We are of good courage to press on. May the
Lord bless his cause and people everywhere.
Brethren, pray for us.

July 26, 1887. E. G. Brackaoyx

—

—

te in Eph, 6th ch., beginning at the |

. Trusl and Work.

Do your work, but do it in quietness ang

confidence; do your duty, but do it without

: (7 T this corroding anxiety; and he who evyep in
]Jl]t against I_)lql]{':lp&lltlesa *the desert spreads l’llS fﬂbl& fOI‘ t].le bil‘dS,Who
clothes the flowers in their embroideries oy

‘Wherefore [or for|

beauty, will feed and clothe you. That tryst

- 3
: nsciously, God’s humbler ereqt.
M| take unto v e r | which, unco ;
God, [, O you the whole armo
has . y LHOL a I];“-t!
o 'O Withytand

‘.-HL :
€ dope all to stand.

ures show, that do ye show mﬂﬁ@ﬁﬂgl}' and
| conscionsly. Trustin God for these lower

more bright and glorious—the saint’s inherj-
tance; this world, now under the blight of
| sin, remodelled and beautified as a paradise,
where saints and angels will forever dwell.
| God will then be adored every sentient being,

who will be a loyal subject under his peace.
ful reign. No wonder the apostle calls thig

blessed hope, as it surely is. Giod Ll P us to
{ cherish it.—-Sel.

THERE is now g well-directed movement to-
| wards the systematic study of the English Bi-
| ble 10 American colleges. Prof. Harper, of
1Ya‘lej., 18 the moving spirit of the enterprise,
and he, with Profs. Ballantine, of Oberlin:
Beecher, of Auburn, and Burranghs, of Am.
| herst, is preparing a series of ‘Induetive Bi.
| ble Studies,” which will appear monthly in
| the ‘Old Testament Student,’ published at
New Haven, beginning in Soptember. The
aim 1s to study the Blﬁle from a 1 ravy and
historical point of view, and Yale and Aw-
@ 50 far as to place the
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. Wanderings gf (the Mind.

M. A. BRANCH.

e

or ear heard, neither
art of man, the
1 for them

vy hath not seen, I
hatf}i’t entered into the he e
things which fz}d h{a;i’f}l prep

e him.” 1 Cor. 2:9.
thit’iﬂl‘;ﬁ:?}} the above Scripture whui h]:z::
not entered into the heart {}15 man, wila e
has not seen, or heard; but this does not p 4
that we have heard nothing ::;f the future. 1 Er,
no! But how can we hear without a pI‘EH{; 1 %
does not apply to us; we have thousands crd
things called Preachers, and we have hﬂm;h
them too. We have heard them tell tl{ut dﬂ:i.l :

is the gate to endless joys, and that 1mme ]:-
ately after death we enter he_aven, or the
place of punishment. The . Bﬂ)le.does not
say so, but we have heard it, and it has en-
tered into the heart of man. They also tell
as that man is immortal, and that at dea{:h
these bodies of ours, being mortal, are laid
aside, and our immortal souls speed onward
to & country where time and space are bound-
less. 1s this all? Oh no! We have heard a
great many things of the future, and what
God has done for his people; but when we
read our text we learn that we can place no

VENT & SABD:
?Irhmn and it shall not be. But tlu..* -mi?:.luk‘i];iltl];
| inherit the r.-ul'tl:t_.umlth*li;.;hfHlmnsvlu s 11 |
jjllllpllt y of peace: the rizhteous Hllﬂl[ inher-
%Zflhund]mw?';:l.dp:i;éli thurp?u forever.’ . 37:
.*f;{;hﬂ]gi?:‘ ;:gﬂin, the earth is under the curse,
W];Et of this? Listen: ‘For behold, L er "ﬂt"—’-" :;
new heaven and new earth; be ye glad .1111
in that which I create; for behold,

create Jerusalem a rejoicing and her peuplﬂ
'a joy; and I will rejoice in J t"%‘uﬁﬂlﬁll‘l and 'Jﬂ};
in my people; and the voice of weepln%
shall be no more heard In her, nor
the voice of crying,’ Isa. 65. The taberna-
cle of God is with men,and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his people, and God
hlmself shall be with them and be their GDEL
and God shall wipe away all tears from tl{ell'
eyes, and there shall be no more death, neith-
er sorrow nor crying; neither shall there be
any more pain, Rev 21: 3, 5. Ohf glnry to
God in the highest! I feel like rejoicing as 1
think of these things. ‘And they shall plant
vineyards and eat the fruit of them; build
houses and inhabit them; they shall not build
and another inhabit, they shall not plant and
another eat, for as the days of a tree are the
days of my people, and mine elect shall long
enjoy the work of their hands; they shall not
labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble, for

e

rejoice

dependence on any of it, and all eur pictures
and fancies of the future are all wrong, and
our friends that have died we had been taught
to believe that they were walking the streets
of gold. Our dear fathers and mothers, our
beloved companions, and our little children,
is this all wrong? I heard a sister say, who
heard an Advent minister through a series of
meetings, while talking on this same subject,
“We have taken so much comfort in thinking

hear.

they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord,
and their offspring with them; and it shall
come to pass that before they call I will an-
swer, and while they are yet speaking I will

Whate Cloud, Mich.
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The Ideal Sabbath.
THE 1deal Sabbath is the Sabbath at home,

I ADVOORTIE wn v
: LETTER DEPARTMENT,

o
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i
o
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Ol 8: 7. Now tq

they were saved, I most wish I had not heard
Eld. John Branch preach; he says they are
in the grave mouldering to dust.’

But now while my miad is running on
these things I remember of hearing a saying
something like this: ‘Search the Serip-
tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal
life” And we turn and read the next verse
after our text, But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth
all things; yea, the deep things of God.” But
i there any way by which we may know what

18 in store for us in the future? ‘If ye con-
tinue in the faith, grounded and settled, and
be not moved away from the hope of the gos-
pel,'Col 1: 23. And again, ‘T am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God unto salvation, to every one that beliey-
Eﬂ.l,’ Rom. 1: 16. Then we want to learn some-
thing more about the gospel of Christ, for it
may tell what our salvation consists of Let
us read in the 24th chapter of Matt., ‘Blessed
are the meek,for they shall inherit the earth.’
I] :‘Iengliuber of .l*@ding SDHIGT‘FIIEI‘G of good
f ' raham being made heir of the world.
f he is to be heir of the whole world, how

C8L-any one else be an hejr of

the same?
‘Know ye therefor

. e that they which are of
faith the same aye the children of Abraham,’

Abraham and hijg e
were the promiseg made; he saith pot lnffii
seads, s of many, but as of one, and
seed,which is Christ’ For ng 1.
ave been baptized into ¢
Christ. i

to thy!tg
A8 many of you ag| g

“fﬁl‘ yeta little ang the wickeg shall

1n an advanced civilization,like oup

for the :nnnd’s sake, not less than for the sake
of wearied nerves and
day intermission of their

restful than a day of nojs
air the mind rests by tho
ness; by quiet musing,
spection; perhaps by
might have been, perh
may yet be, perhaps

I'he home in which

when the head of the household-—farmer or
mechanic, merchant or lawyer, capitalist or
operative—enjoys the weekly rest among
those for whom the six days of labor have
been spent.

Whether the Sabbatic institution was or
was not created by the Fourth Command-
ment,there seems to be in those words* ‘Thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-
servant,nor thy maid-servent,’ a glimpe of the
Fhe restful enjoyment which the day of rest,
in the primitive conception of it, would bring
to the families that keep it.

Tlﬁm day of rest, being rest and not revelry,
or dlssipa_timl, and® being therefore a day of
h:r}me enjoyment, brings with it opportu-
nity for sober thought and conference. A Sab.-
bath-keeping people will become ‘g thought-

f ! . - L]
n?als Ee{)ple, and such thoughtfulness is manli-

All men, and especially the busy millions

muscles, the seventh
ordinary work.

mething  far mope
y Jollity. In its calm
ught, not tho’tless.
by conscioug retro-
consideration of what
aps by thinking what

by as 1rati
olve toward :’-iﬂme‘[hing B tli']e on and re.

hall be hetter than what has beep

A true Sabbath ig SO

- =
-
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DEAR BRETHREN and SISTERS.~ -1t has begy,
so long since you have heard from me iy the
Letter Department of the A_IWC’“AT E that y
thought 1t would probably 11113{:11'{{51: you ¢,
know how I am getting along. 1t 18 the 8,
bath to-day, and while the mn,]onty‘ of the
Sabbath-keepers in this city are Wﬂrﬁhlping in
their Tabernacle, I have been enjoying thg
quiet of my room, having just finished regq
illg No. 16 and 17 of the ADVOCATE. H{]W
thankful I am that we have the Word of Gog
to resort to, aud that we have a paper that
bears to us each week such precious gpg
cheering testimonies about the truths cgy.
tained in God’s word. The article and gep.
mon by Elder Long on the Bible,were indee(
a comfort to me. They conclusively show tj,
close relation that the Old Testament bearg
to the New, and that all efforts to overthroy,
and make it appear that the Old 18 done Away
or abolished, however plausible they may b
simply prove too much, and would leave yg
with a fragment of the New. Such arguments
are generally advanced by those who try 4
get rid of the observance of the seventh day,
and this fact alone ought to convinee ug of
the truthfulness of our position.

The Bible may well be compared to a chain.

If you break one or more links the chain ig

useless; so with the Bible. Drop the seventh

day, and where are you? There is no Serip-
tural evidence for the first day, and you are
met with the fact in the New Testament that

the Savior kept the Sabbath the disciples

keptit, and the Apostle Paul kept it, fwho

plainly stated he had not departed from any
of the customs of his fathers, Acts 25 6, and
it must be admitted that they kept the Sab.
bath. He also tells us in Acts 20: 20 that he
‘kept back nothing that was profitable unto
yow (the church), so that if it is unprofitable
now to keep the seventh day, as some claim

Paul has shunned to declare unto wus all thr;
counsel of God. See Acts 20:27, where he
digtinctly states that he did not do any such
thing. Then again, in 1 Cor. 11: 1 he tells
us to be followers of him, even ag he also was
of Christ. Where then is the unprofitableness
of keeping the Sabbath ?

| ;f it was right for Christ, and for Payl why
1s 1t not right for us, who claim to be foilow

ers of both Christ and Paul? O, that wé
might bo better followers of the ‘megk swq
lowly one’, that we might set better exam les
before the world, and that our light mi hijr 80
shine, at all times, that the world mightgknow

for 111 due season we shall
0ty and above g] let us

il:f& aflj "s abounding in the work of the
18 no% inra:;?:lm}ilna‘i]f: an ,;wd that your labor
| " If we do this,

and endure unto t], G
us, for the Prﬂmiseﬁ end, it will be well with

‘ reap, if we faint
be stedfast,unmove-

be saved. Matt 24: fg?eh 18, Shat they shall

dilig&ntly considep his |

vert to the Sabb
f;ml fow months ago
ltl :ttﬂl' which 1 sent
111; 08 attention I hi
wp:; anally embrace

Gladly would thviy "
tilia place, but sine
have never seen my
work mn ]lﬂl‘umny: .
guch & state of thing
it more than 1 do. |

God knows all E'leu
of it Of one thing

we have the truth.
worth more to me t.

perioril:y, influence,
Yours in

Battle Creek, Mi
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is soon coming W
Jonger; when, if fa
into the kingdom,
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and we shall dwell
er Brother. Wha
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beyond endurance
m'dﬂ-}’ » thﬂt I am
of whom the Lord
ashamed; and to
eﬁl; that thﬁ cau
God’s name b
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3 once delivered unto
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muvurt to the Sabbath truth, whe
ter which 1 sent to him,
IH“LP attention I have calleg to it, w
WI:EII””}' embrace it, eternity , lone
(f;;ﬂd]}- would tlu';fy accept my Hfu'vium; herg j
tfliﬂ place, but since my rejectio, by them
have never seen my way clear t Consistant]

vork in harmony with them. ¢ 18 sad that
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God knows all about it, and he will tal-
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we have the truth on ouy side, and that is

worth more tome than all thej, bo
eriority, intluence, and numbepg

P Yours 1n hope of eteryal lifo.
Baitle Creek, Mich,
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From Sister Harriet Walker.

DEAR BROTHERS and Sistepg of like prec

ADVENT

e months ago, as the regy]t of reading
G © ’
’ How many mope |

ho may
can tell

; | e regrets | d
¢ more than I do. Tt may all ha for the begt. [ W

asts of gy.
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el e i e

1& SABR
and if Beeche e
ble we need not try

ATH ADv
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- I told her to let us take
fore that of man,

n | lovery f - they are of the world, and
Iip gl know the churches do not
preach the tryy,, but divisions. Tt makes my

Y | heart gohq to see the people so blinded, and
all abreagt movi

€Spalr, while they

think they are Christians,
e have labored ]

ong and hard with some
ur sad hearts they say, We
to hear it, O that the great (GGod
Pen the eyes of their understanding

dont want

. : “( Ve may all meot in the kine
jous faith: This is the Sabbath. and as we | loy , © Kingdom of God. [

pnave no place of instruction to 2o to and n»
p,-mmhing but the Apvocarg, 1 will devote g
tew of its precious moments in writing a let.

ter for the Letter Department.
a Sabbath-keeper three years,
written before, because I knew

miss them so much, for they are mostly from

isolated ones, like ourselves, ang from them
feel encouraged to press on,and glad the time
is soon coming  when we will be isolated no

longer; when, 1f faithful,we shall be gathered
into the kingdom, to go out no more forever,
~ where trials and temptations wi]l not come,
burdens will be laid down,all wrongs righted,
and we shall dwell with J esus, our dear Eld-
er Brother. What a gloriour hope and prec-
lous thought, when we feel burdened almost
beyond endurance. And this is my testimony
to-day, that I am still striving to be a child
of whom the Lord, when he comes will not be
ashamed; and to shun every appearance of
evil; that the cause I love may prosper and
God’s name be glorified. Pray for us,
dear ones, that our courage fail not, Some
of you know what kind of an influeuce js all
around us, that we need more than mortal
courage to keep us faithful. We let nothing
m thie life discourage us,but keep our blessed
hope uppermost in our hearts, that in due
season we shall reap if we faint not.
Yours in christ.
bLurnips Corners, Mich,

[ e—

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:—1
im thankful to (xod, our heavenly Father,for
the Privilege of giving testimony of the good-
1638 of God, althongh we have not heard a
rmon of like precious faith since the fall of
1885, 1 am still on the Lord’s side, striving
a4 home in the earth made new. I am
thankfy] that I have heard the truth, it is a
D t0 my feet and a light to our path.
A“'h”“gh We are surrounded by wickedness,
¥ have g hope of brighter days when Jesus

“omeg,

There i none near us of like precious faith,
Yool fog] determined to press toward the
ark for the prize. I think we are in the
Mtor days, for men are lovers of self more
{hﬂl!_nii God, yat they have a zeal but not ac-
:;ﬁhng to knowledge. T met a religious lady
' ]:} Opposed the Sabbath; I tried to hold up
® truth ¢, her, but she drew herself up so

I have been
and have not | "

there were so
many others that are more capable ang worthy;

but this week’s paper has no letters, and we

two or three bundred houses in onr town,and
we hope some one will come this way, as the
church of Christ has struggled through trials
troubles, and afflictions, yet she stands, for,

she is founded on the rock Christ, a good
foundation.

I want to understand the signs of the times.
I can see some of them, we have falsa pro-
phets and teachers. We have earthquakes,
and destruction, and death, every way; a great
many signs we read of in the prophets, the
darkening of the sun, the moon refused her
light, the stars falling, for as the lightning
cometh out of the East and shineth unto the
West so shall the coming of the Son of Man
be. I do not understand the past darkening
of the sun to be that of the last days, for the
Bible tells us that immediately after these
tribulations shall appear the sign of the Son
of man in the clouds of heaven, the tribes of
the earth shall mourn. I cannot see the tribes
mourning; the true Christian mourns; the
rest are satisfied with the world. Is the gOs-
pel preached to all the world ? it will be
preached before the end.

Dear friends, I want the whole truth and
be found among the faithful. May the God of
Heaven help his children to be faithful, dili-
gent and watching,when he comes teo gather us
home. Happy thought! all at home while
many are running to and fro getting claims,
hunting houses, I wonder if they think of the
home eternal, that the Lord has bought with
his blood for them. Come, dear young peo-
ple, and claim your right,and seal it by obey-
ing the form of doctrine; bear the cross and
wear the crown, Come, go with us to the
goodly land: we want to meet you there, your
pardon 1s paid, will you accept it? M_ay God
help you to choose that good part which shall
not be taken away is the prayer

Of a Sister and Mother.

wllison. Kansas.
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From Bro. J. H. Ayrharl

Deak Bro. Brinkerhoff:—I thought I woald
write a few lines tothe _AD“:’UGATE regders,
that they may know our faith 1s atrong'ln the

mises of (fod and 1 the retul:n of his dem
g::a to whom we look as our Savior,our King,

SCOrn £ >
“l"f““.}' and said she was a Beecher man,

VOCATE 159
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I could not understand the Bi-
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and our Redeemer, who has done so much
for us, who has lighted up our lonely pathw_ay
here that we ean look ahead and see by faith
that rest that remains for the people of God
'in their Eden home. Blessed be the name of
the Lord forever! Dear brothers and sisters,
be faithful, ever trusting in the Lord f(?l‘ de-
liverance, that you may share the glories of

98 on the downward road to | the New Earth 1in its purified state, wharlal
trials and loneliness are not known, but a

will be joy and gladness. For this I hope,
and if faithful will reap the great reward
when the Life-giver comes, with power and
great glory, to claim his own. Dear bmt?:lara
sisters, when you go to your prayer meetings
think of the lonely scattered ones who hs:a,‘va
not the privilege of meeting with thns:a of like
faith; ask God in your prayers to give them
strength to overcome,that th?y may meet you
all at the great Camp Meeting spoken of in
Rev. 20: 9, where the saints will gather to
worship, and it shall come to pass from one
new moon to another and from one Sabbath
to another shall all flesh come to worship be-
fore me, saith the Lord, Isa. 66:23. But be
you glad and rejoice forever in that which I

e. | create; for behold I create Jerusalem a re-

joicing and her people a joy, Isa. 65: 18.
What a glorious Camp Meeting that will be!
Who will not try to get there?

Your Brother in the one faith.

Dednam, Towa.

From Sister Paulina EWait.

Bro. BRINKERHOFF:—I thought I would
write a few lmes to let you know we like our
paper very much. The good letters from our
dear brothers and sisters are a help to us in
our old age. We are trying to overcome the
evil of our nature, with the help of the Lord.
We are thankful the Lord has a people that
are keeping the commandments of God and
have the faith of Jesus. Pray for us that we

fail not of having a home on the earth when
Jesus comes.

Gobleville, Mich.

N

Seek the Spirit’s Guidance.

JESUS teaches that it js the work of the
Holy Spirit to lead men into all truth. Mep
are more willing to discuss with each other
about truth than they are to ask for the
guidance of the Spirit. Ten pPeople discuss
theatre going to ope who prays about it.
There is no trouble about guldance, if only
Wwe want to be guided. The trouble lies here
—that we want to lead, not to be guided.
Thus we fall into the ditch and possibly lead
some one else there also. No one need miss
the right road for lack of light. But many
miss it hecause they shut their eyes and
o ahead. We pity men Physically blind,
and then put out our Own spiritual eyes, and
refuse the healing touch of the divi

abundant provision for our guidance in the
smallesl matters, if only we will avail our-

Our whole spiritual life and our eterpal

utterly dependent on the work

of the Hgly .Spirit. We see then how gg}.

emn & thing it is to ‘grieve’ the
of God, whereby we are ‘sealed,’ and how
suicidal a thing it is to ‘quench’ the Spirit.
l‘hie world of the lost is tilled with spiritual
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